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SENATE COMMITTEE ON ADMISSIONS, RECORDS, SCHEDULING, AND STUDENT AID 

 
Revisions to Senate Policy 37-70 Academic Classification of Students by Semester 

 
(Legislative) 

 
Implementation:  Upon Approval by the Senate 

and pending development of procedures 
 

 
Introduction and Rationale 
 
Semester classification (commonly called semester standing) is a measure, based on number of 
credits earned that is used to approximately track a student’s academic progress.  A student’s 
semester classification is used in a variety of ways – determining tuition, obtaining class ranking, 
admitting students to some majors, specifying some course prerequisites, determining eligibility 
for change of campus, determining cohorts of students for various undergraduate scholar awards, 
and allocating football tickets, to name a few.  Because semester classification is based solely on 
the number of credits earned, with no consideration for whether the credits can be used to meet 
degree requirements, it has never been a completely accurate measure of academic progress.  
Nevertheless, it serves as a simple and convenient metric as long as its limitations are understood.    
 
A student in a standard four-year baccalaureate program completing a typical credit load each 
semester would ideally progress through each semester classification level from an initial 
semester standing of 01 during the student’s first semester, up to a semester standing of 08 
during his/her eighth, and final, semester.  Unfortunately, the current credit thresholds for 
semester classification do not necessarily achieve this.  For example, a student in a 120-credit 
degree program (which is the University minimum) who successfully completes 15 credits per 
semester would have semester standings of 01 – 02 – 03 – 04 – 05 -- 05 – 06 – 07.  The student’s 
semester standing would be 05 for two consecutive semesters and the student would graduate 
without ever reaching semester standing 08.   
              
The reason for this oddity is partly due to the fact that the current semester classification 
thresholds were defined at a time when baccalaureate degrees typically required higher numbers 
of credits for graduation than are required today.  The number of credits required for most 
baccalaureate degrees is currently in the 120-130 credit range, but the credit thresholds for the 
semester classification levels have never been adjusted.  In addition, the number of credits 
currently assigned to each classification varies.  For example, a semester classification of 02 has 
a span of 14 credits, but semester classifications of 03 and above have a span of 16 credits.  
Ideally, each semester classification would have the same credit span.   
 
The purpose of this legislation is to readjust the semester classification credit thresholds to (a) 
better reflect academic progress in a typical degree program, and (b) achieve consistent credit 
spans for each semester classification range. Using 120 credits as the minimum for graduation, 
the number of credits per semester to make standard progress is 120/8 = 15 credits.  The updated 
credit ranges, therefore, each have a span of 15 credits (with the exception of semester standing 
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01, which has a span of 14 credits by design so that new students with no accumulated credits 
who complete 15 credits will progress to semester classification 02 after their first semester).  
Following these new thresholds, a student taking 15 credits/semester would progress through 
each of the semester classification levels from 01 to 08.  These updated ranges clearly send the 
message that standard progress is 15 credits per semester. 
 
It should be noted that the updated credit thresholds do not change the 04-05 boundary (59.1 
credits).  This is significant because the 59.1 credit point is used as the cutoff between lower-
division and upper-division tuition rates.  Therefore, this legislative change will have no impact 
on how tuition is calculated.   
 
Revised Policy 

37-70 Academic Classification of Students by Semester 

A degree candidate's semester classification is based upon the following table of total credits 
earned: 

Total Credits Earned* Semester Classification

13 14 or fewer 1 

13.1 14.1 to 29 27  2 

27.1 29.1 to 44 43  3 

43.1  44.1 to 59 4 

59.1 to 74 75  5 

75.1 74.1 to 89 91  6 

91.1 89.1 to 104 107 7 

107.1  104.1 to 119 123 8 

123.1 119.1 to 134 139 9 

139.1 134.1 to 149 155 10 

155.1 149.1 or more 11 

*Total credits earned equal the accumulation of all Penn State credits successfully completed by 
letter grades A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, D, or symbols SA and R; credits by examination as defined 
by Section 42-50; and credit granted by transfer from other colleges and universities as defined 
in Sections 42-80 and 42-90. 
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