
 
 
 
 
Date:  October 3, 2019 
 
To:  Cesar Martínez-Garza (cxm58@psu.edu) 
 
From:    Nicholas Rowland, Chair 

University Faculty Senate 
 
Subject:  Senate Response to “Memorandum from UG MATH Faculty” 
 
On September 16, 2019, Dr. Cesar Martínez-Garza, Associate Professor and Coordinator of Mathematics 
at Pennsylvania State University Berks, wrote Senate leadership, subject-line: “Expedited Re-evaluation 
of GQ Classification for Inter-domain Courses.” An attached memorandum stated the following:  
 

The University’s Undergraduate Mathematics faculty held a vote following its Spring semester 
meeting to ratify the current request. It is the position of the UG Mathematics faculty that our 
students are better served by adding the GQ classification to inter-domain courses. Qualitative 
analysis of advanced mathematics can be adroitly integrated with all other General Education 
domains with the understanding that quantification need not be synonymous with raw 
computation. The review process for proposed inter-domain courses is very rigorous, so, we are 
confident that any approved inter-domain course involving quantification will rise to the 
expectations set by the University. On behalf of the UG Mathematics faculty, we request an 
expedited re-evaluation of GQ as a viable domain for the creation of new inter-domain courses. 

 
After discussing the matter internally on October 3, 2019, Senate leadership has determined a feasible line 
of future action. The Senate accepts the challenge embedded within the memorandum, namely, to re-
evaluate “GQ as a viable domain for the creation of new inter-domain courses,” under the understanding 
that our students may be “better served by adding the GQ classification to inter-domain courses.”  
 
In order to move forward, Senate leadership humbly requests and strongly encourages UG Mathematics 
faculty to submit a formal request to the Senate to this end, which would include detailed background 
information on why GQ is not currently eligible for inter-domain courses, justification for why GQ 
deserves to be eligible for inter-domain courses and precisely how this is better for our students, and, 
finally, either a recommendation or a set of recommendations for Senate action. 
 
Upon receipt of this request, Senate leadership will organize a joint sub-committee, with Senators drawn 
from our Standing Committees on Admissions, Records, Scheduling, and Student Aid, Curricular Affairs, 
and Education, who will carefully consider it. Please prepare the request with the joint sub-committee in 
mind as the primary audience. Thank you for reaching out the Senate on this important curricular matter. 
 
CC:  Dawn Blasko  
        Paula Brown 
        Shelli Stine 
 Mary Beth Williams 
 Michele Duffey 
 Beth Seymour 

 
101 Kern Graduate Building 

University Park, PA 16802 
Phone: 814-863-0221 
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